
                                                
 

Executive Summary of Webinar 
 
 

“Renewable Energy in Agriculture”  

   

The webinar organised by the Agrovision Foundation at 11 am on May 22, 2020, was well 

attended by senior representatives of both the public and the private sectors. Setting the tone 

for the discussion, Moderator Ms.Vibha Bhatia of MM Active SciTech Communications 

explained idea of the webinar on ‘Renewable Energy in Agriculture’ 

The webinar had been organised to provide a perspective on the situation, understand current 

issues of RE Sector and the way forward.  

Ms. Bhatia gave a brief introduction of all the eminent participants invited for the webinar  

Mr P S Ojha, State Coordinator, U P State Bio Energy Dev. Board                                                                                                                                                       

Lt. Col. Monish Ahuja (Retd) MD, PRESPL & Ex. Chairman Bioenergy, FICCI                                           

Mr Santosh Gondhalekar, MD Gangotree Eco Technologies Pvt Ltd                                                                                                                

Dr Abhijeet Shirke, MD, Shirke Energy                                                                                                                                   

Dr Tushar Patil, GM- Advance Biofuel, Praj Ind. Ltd                                                                                                      

Mr Sanjay Ganjoo, DG,IFGE. 

Dr C D Mayee, Chairman, Agrovision Adv. Council                                                                                                       

Mr Ravi Boratkar, President Agrovision Foundation, Publisher, Agro Spectrum and NuFFooDs 

Spectrum 

Ms Vibha Bhatia introduced Dr C D Mayee and Mr Ravi Boratkar 

Mr Ravi Boratkar in his brief opening speech welcomes the experts and the attendees. He 
Introduced Agrovision Foundation and its activities for farming community. Since last 11 years 
Agrovision is focussing educating, Encouraging and Empowering Agri Community through the 
workshops at Agrovision Summit and training programs throughout the years. 
Shri Nitin Gadkari, Hon’ble Chief Patron of Agrovision and Union Minister for Road Transport 
and Highways and MSME. Recognised the importance of the Biofuel and other bio energies. 
However the need of electricity would increase after lockdown for irrigation and pumping. 
Bioenergy could be the cheapest alternative for agriculture power needs. Solar energy is now 
commonly used even in farms; fortunately state and Central Govt. have announced schemes for 
the RE. Still there are many things need to do to develop RE sector, common usage and 
especially dependability on conventional power need to bring down.   
 
 



 

The excerpts from experts’ presentations and speeches are as follows.    

1. Mr P S Ojha, Satte Coordinator, The UP Bio Energy Dev. Board (UPBEDB) explained 

opportunities and schemes by UPBEDB in bio coal and bio from bio mass. UPBEDB is also 

working on liquid and gas fuel and have created a policy to work on Solid, Liquid, and 

Gas from Biomass. UP is the 1st state working on biomass cultivation and bio mass 

aggregation and brought 60 thousand farmers in network. 

2. Breeks Kilns is a major marketing opportunity for bio coal as UP Govt has made it 

compulsory to use 20% bio coal in the process 

3. Bio CNG is another area where 7 schemes approved by State Govt. UPBEDB are open for 

private and corporate sector to set up their plants. 4 Plants by NTPC are functional. The 

board has various incentives schemes and facilities for Interested investors  

4. Lt Col Monish Ahuja (Retd.)MD, PRESPL explained their biomass technology which 

creates energy from agriculture waste and sale it to their clients   

5. In this process, farmers get price for his agriculture waste, the unit is set up at village or 

taluka level so the entrepreneurship, employment opportunities are created 

6. Dr Tushar Patil, GM Praj Ind Ltd introduced the technologies by ‘Praj’ for 2nd Gen 

Ethenol, Marine Biofuel, Sustainable Aviation fuel, Bio CNG and Bio Diesel. 

7. The bio fuel can be used in agro machinery,  

8. There are many advantages of the unit like opportunity to create employment and 

entrepreneurship at village level, Additional income source for farmers by selling agri 

waste, it makes self-sustainable energy village 

9. Mr Santosh Gondhalekar, Gangotree and Primove (G&P) presented Bio Energy fuels for 
Transportation, Power Generation and Heat, Domestic Fuel. By-products of Methane 
BioCNG, BioLNG, BioPNG, BioHydrogen, BioMethanol, BioDME. Mr. Godhalekar 
introduced another technology (product Agro gas) for BioCNG made by converting 
Biomass. 

10. Mr Abhijeet Shirke, MD, Shirke Energy (SE), India as known as agriculture country and 

has abandoned opportunities in RE. Shirke Energy has introduced a technology which 

makes pyrolysis (Bio Crude) oil from bio mass. The oil is raw material for chemical cos., 

refineries, By-product of the process is ‘Activity Charcoal’ used in pharma companies. 

Not only that according to Dr Shirke the oil is useful in making aviation fuel and useful in 

making many other products. The research has been acknowledged by the Prime 

Minister of Netherlands... This good and reliable source of additional income for 

farmers. Dr Shrike also appealed farmers to use their produce if not sold in the market 

at expected price, in making pyrolysis oil which pays more than the market price of the 

produce.      

 

 

 



11. Mr Sanjay Ganjoo, DG, IFGE The concept of Atmanirbhar Bharat was introduced by 

Mahatma Gandhi.  

In early days biofuel was produced locally by using agriculture waste, India was really 

‘Atmanirbhar’ that time. 

 Later we started using coal based energy which started finishing natural sources of 

energy. 

Govt. now has to work on the model for ‘Atmanirbhar’ villages.  

India produces appx 600M MT. which can fulfil our 70% energy consumption.  

We need to concentrate on that technology and to bring it in day-to-day power supply 

system.  

Encouraging research in this area will support farming, village development, making 

rural India to become ‘Atmanirbhar’ again 
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